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Premieres  
Saturday, November 24,  
and Sunday, November 25, 2012 
at 7, 9 and 11 p.m. EST
Olivia is not like most fifth graders. She is being raised by Melinda, a single mother who works at a bustling local bakery run by her good friend Daphne, the mother of Olivia’s best friend and classmate.  Olivia has a heart of gold that shines through in her good intentions- and her imagination.  During the hustle and bustle of the Christmas season, a mysterious lady quietly moves into the house next door.  The house has been uninhabited since the owner, Dr. Nathan Davis, left town abruptly.  When some of the neighborhood kids’ Christmas wishes suddenly begin to come true, Olivia is convinced that the town’s newcomer is an angel- and she is determined to prove it.

About the Production
When Brad Siegel, GMC TV Vice Chairman, found himself thinking about what GMC’s next Christmas movie needed to be, he thought about creating a Della Reese vehicle. “With ‘Touched by an Angel’ coming to GMC TV in September, 2012, it made perfect sense to develop an original GMC World Premiere Movie that would connect with the show’s passionate fan base and provide an original vehicle for Della,” said Siegel. 
Christmas Angel is the story of a young girl who wishes for others in need  to receive their Christmas wish. While working on a class assignment titled “My Impossible Christmas Wish,” Olivia Mead quickly takes note of unusual happenings going on around her. As the wishes of her classmates begin to come true, she is convinced that the miracles are linked to a mysterious woman she believes is an angel living in the house across the street. 
Siegel says, “Since the beginning at GMC TV, we have been America’s Christmas Channel. Last year we produced the Emmy® nominated The Heart of Christmas, which was GMC’s most watched movie to date. This year, our World Premiere Christmas movie is Christmas Angel. Christmas Angel is an inspiring story about believing in miracles and the great reward in helping  others. The GMC World Premiere Movie features an extraordinary cast,  including Della Reese, Teri Polo, Tamera Mowry-Housley and Kevin Sorbo.  We look forward to sharing this story with your family this holiday season.” 

Just two months after GMC TV had a discussion with the producers at Pure Flix Entertainment, a production team assembled in Hammond, Louisiana, a city located one hour outside of New Orleans. “We liked the small town feel of Louisiana,” said David A.R. White, one of the producers on the film. “Hammond, Louisiana brought its own character to the script.” Brian Herzlinger (My Date with Drew, GMC World Premiere Movie Brother White), was approached to direct Christmas Angel. “Brian has a great sense of balance when it comes to directing comedy and handling it in a heartfelt way. He also worked with the child actors extremely well,” said White.    

With a production date set for July 2012, producers worked quickly to  secure the cast. The film required strong talent to drive the story and the film possessed a unique challenge in that the leading role opposite Della Reese was to be played by a child. They approached Kevin Sorbo to play the role of Dr. Nathan Davis, a doctor who had left town abruptly and returned for reasons initially unknown. Tamera Mowry-Housley was approached to play the part of Daphney Conroy and Teri Polo was cast to play the role of Melinda Mead, the single mother with a heart of gold who wants only the best for  her daughter. 

The last and perhaps greatest casting challenge was to find a child actor who could play opposite Della Reese. “When Izabela came in to read for the role of Olivia, we immediately knew she was the one,” said White. 

“We have lots of wonderful connections to the cast of Christmas Angel. Della, of course, stars in the beloved family classic ‘Touched by an Angel’ which came to GMC in September. Tamara, stars in another GMC favorite, ‘Sister  Sister.’ Kevin Sorbo did an inspired job for us in the GMC World Premiere Movie, What If and Teri Polo starred opposite John Voight in one of my favorite films I did for TNT, Second String. Izabela is a gem. She will be a huge star,” said Siegel. 

“It is a very daunting task for any young actor to play the lead in a film,” said Herzlinger. “Izabela is the heart and soul of this film. Every plot point, story  line and relationship has Olivia at the center of it and I knew that I needed  an actress who could portray very mature emotions and feelings, and  understand them as well,” he said. “She has an understanding beyond her years and still remains a child at the center of it all. Della and Izabela had the longest dialogue scenes in the film. Watching her bond with Izabela, even in our closed rehearsals, ranks as one of my favorite experiences on the set.” 

“Izzie’s spirit is 95 if it’s a day,” said Reese. “She is like a Judy Garland, Shirley Temple reincarnate. Working with her was such a pleasure.”

“Everyone was excited to work on a movie with Della Reese. She was so  warm on set and she is a consummate professional. She was as open to the collaborative process as anyone I have worked with,” said Herzlinger.

For Reese, playing the role of Elsie Waybright was a welcome addition to her repertoire of work. “It was interesting for me because it gave me a chance  to play a woman who had been a major star and now here she was in a  different place in her life,” Reese commented. “The story about how Elsie worked through this time in her life with this child - Olivia - is magnificent.” 

The role itself wasn’t the only thing that attracted her to the project.  “Christmas Angel is going to be one of those movies that you watch every year. It is a Christmas movie but it is much deeper than that,” said Reese. 

The role of Daphney, a close friend of Melinda’s and the owner of King Cakes & Cajun Bakes, the most popular bakery in town, went to Tamera Mowry-Housley. “I was four and a half months pregnant when I was filming. Playing Lucas’ mother was my first time playing a mom and that was so much fun  to do because I am expecting my first child,” said Mowry-Housley. “My son  will be born when this movie comes out and I can’t wait to watch it with  my family.” 

Siegel commented, “When we were casting the movie, the castingdirector told us Tamera was pregnant and we were thrilled because it brought  another layer and an element of reality to the role.” 

“Tamera is just plain awesome. We had Tamera’s reality show, “Tia & Tamera” shooting while I was directing the movie,” said Herzlinger. “It was a first for me. The crew was very respectful of our production and never inhibited our shoot. Tamera has such a great presence, a natural likability and the fact that she was pregnant made what she brought to her role more special. Her terrific sense of humor lent a sense of sincerity and history to the friendship of  Melinda and Daphne. We couldn’t have asked for a better Daphney!” 

Christmas Angel was filmed over a two-week period. One of Herzlinger’s greatest challenges was to shoot in the 100-year-old house that Elsie lived in and to get the most out of the children in the movie, given their restricted working hours. “The idea of directing a film with young actors in big roles  was one of the major reasons I wanted to do the project,” said Herzlinger. “Our first assistant director, Tylor Stratton, created the best schedule to  accommodate some of the restrictions that come with working with young actors. The weather was also a challenge, he said. “The glorious Louisiana weather kept us on our toes for the entire shoot. This was the first time I shot a movie in Louisiana. It was so hot and we could not have the air conditioner on while shooting for sound purposes, but we were so fortunate. I had such an awesome experience there. The people in the town of Hammond could not have been more supportive of our production - a special thanks goes to Miss Martha for housing our cast and for making the entire crew feel like we were part of her family. I not only fell in love with the people, I fell in love with the pastries - beignets! We did not have to shut down due to the storms that came through. I gave our wonderful key makeup/hair artist, Chris Lombardo, a local, the added role of watching the clouds for us. Thankfully we were shooting inside when it rained, so we made our schedule. Hammond was  a perfect setting for this story.” 

“Some of my favorite moments of shooting were the intimate dialogue  scenes between Della and Izabela and Kevin and Teri. Working with such great actors was a treat. Watching a seasoned pro like Della doing a four page dialogue scene with young Izabela in her first leading role in a movie and seeing each performer bring out the best in the other was an inspiring experience for me,” Herzlinger continued. “I was impressed with the sincerity that both Kevin and Teri brought to their roles. Kevin is synonymous with  the invincible Hercules. What he brought to the role of Dr. Nathan Davis,  a vulnerable doctor with a secret who needs to say goodbye to the past  in order to be open to a new future, will take you on an emotional journey.  Teri’s natural dynamic with Kevin and Izabela was wonderful. Her playful  nature helped to influence the character she played. Melinda Meade is a very independent, strong female character. She doesn’t need a man in her life, which she translated somewhere along the way to mean that she didn’t want a man in her life. Teri brought an edge to Melinda that was so real  and believable. Watching as she gradually brought those walls down after meeting Nathan was a true exercise in character development. The script was written by Andrea Nasfell, who did a great job writing that journey for Melinda. Teri added her own nuances and technique to make that journey really resonate on screen.” 
Christmas Angel features a holiday song performed by award-winning  vocalist Mandisa entitled, “Somebody’s Angel,” which is included in her Christmas album “It’s Christmas: Christmas Angel Edition.” She said, “This film brings out the true meaning of Christmas.  I don’t think there’s anything wrong with Santa Claus or giving gifts or anything like that. I just think that we are to remember what the holidays are about in the first place. The focus is on Christ. I never ever want to forget what it’s all about.”

In addition to Mandisa, the Christmas Angel soundtrack features artists including Audrey Assad, Hillsong, Over The Rhine, Matthew West and Josh Wilson. Tracks include:

• Josh Wilson – “The First Noel”

• Hillsong - “Born Is The King”

• Mandisa – “It’s Christmas,” “Angels We Have Heard On High” 
   and “Sombody’s Angel”

• Over The Rhine – “Darlin (Christmas Is Coming)”

• Matthew West – “Jingle Bells”

• Audrey Assad – “Winter Snow”

• Over The Rhine – “Snowed In With You”

About the Cast
Della Reese (Elsie Waybright) is a name that is synonymous with entertainment par excellence. Starting her career in entertainment as a singer, she developed a style on romantic ballads or hard-driving songs that utilized her unique blend of jazz-blues-gospel textures and phrases that to this day make for a sound that is unmistakably Della Reese. Early on, Della’s singing captivated audiences from small clubs to grand stages and led to her first exposure on television, where she appeared on all the musical variety shows. For over 20 years, that ability has given viewers great pleasure in the many roles she has played on television, including her three-time Emmy® nominated co-starring role as Tess in the long-running series “Touched By 
an Angel.” Della, who was born Deloreese Patricia Early in Detroit, Michigan, began singing in church when she was six years old. Throughout her formative years, she was deeply involved in gospel singing, and at 13, Della was hired by the late gospel singer Mahalia Jackson to sing with her group. She released several records and received a number of Grammy® nominations for her work. Her success as a singer led to her success on television. She was the first female to host “The Tonight Show.” She was soon asked to host her own talk show, “Della” (making her the first Black woman to host her own show). She then became a regular guest star on various series, and soon received her own series, “The Della Show.” Her singing talents were highlighted on series including “The Love Boat” (special), “The Great American Gospel Show,” “The Grand Ol’ Opry,” “The Story of Amazing Grace,” “Della Reese and Woody Herman,” and “The Christmas Special with Mel Torme and Della Reese.” Her comedic talents were seen on the likes of “It Takes Two” (ABC), “Crazy Like a Fox” (CBS), “Charlie & Company” (CBS), “Night Court” (NBC), her own series with Redd Foxx, “The Royal Family” (CBS), appearances on “Designing Women,” “227” and “That’s So Raven.” Della showed us more of her action and dramatic talents in the television shows, “A-Team” (NBC), “Young Riders”(ABC), “MacGyver” (ABC), “L.A. Law,” “Picket Fences” and “Nightmare in Badham County,” for which she was nominated for an Emmy®. After completing its ninth season, “Touched by An Angel” is still in demand on DVD, in syndication and on GMC TV. Della’s television work was honored in 1994, when she received her star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. Her feature film credits include Harlem Nights by Eddie Murphy. In 
addition to her screen credits, she is an accomplished author with an autobiography and three books on positive/spiritual thinking. Having started in the church, where she was trained to perform, it is not surprising that Della Reese returned to it. The Reverend Dr. Della Reese Lett is founder and minister of Understanding Principles (UP) for Better Living Church in Los Angeles. Visit UPChurch.org for more information and listen to her radio broadcast at www.unity.fm. 
Izabela Vidovic (Olivia Meade) jumped right into the spotlight at the gentle age of seven with her powerful, yet angelic voice in musicals such as MARY POPPINS, CAMP ROCK, ANNIE, BROADWAY BABES and SUMMER FINALE. Her tenacious personality and her love of performing quickly expanded her into the world of film and television. To date, at the age of 11, Izabela’s credits include guest starring roles on acclaimed television series such as “Harry’s Law” with Kathy Bates, “Criminal Minds” opposite Mariana Klaveno, “Raising Hope” with Martha Plimpton and Lucas Neff, “Up All Night” with Christina Applegate. 

She has starred in numerous films including Deadtime Stories, Find Me and she co-stars in an upcoming film opposite Jason Statham, James Franco and Winona Ryder in Homefront, written by Sylvester Stallone. Among her many talents, she is a piano player and can speak, read and write fluently  in English, Bosnian, Serbian and Croatian.
Tamera Mowry-Housley (Daphney Conroy) 
became a household name as star of the hit comedy “Sister Sister” which runs on GMC, opposite her identical twin sister Tia Mowry Hardrict. The series garnered Mowry-Housley with such awards as the NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Actress in a Comedy Series two years in a row, Kids’ Choice Awards for Favorite Television Actress three years in a row and an induction into the Kids’ Choice Awards Hall of Fame. Mowry-Housley and her sister  currently star in the docu-series “Tia & Tamera,” (Style) which follows the fun, frenetic lives of the celebrity sisters as they embark on major life changes. Mowry-Housley became a household name as star of the hit comedy “Sister Sister” opposite sister Tia. The series garnered her with such awards as the NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Actress in a Comedy Series two years  in a row, Kids’ Choice Awards for Favorite Television Actress three years in a row and an induction into the Kids’ Choice Awards Hall of Fame.

Mowry-Housley’s additional television credits include “Strong Medicine,” “Roommates,” “Twitches,” “Twitches Too,” “Seventeen Again” and “Something to Sing About.” She lent her voice to the animated FOX hit “Family Guy”  and Cartoon Network’s “The Super Hero Squad Show.” On the big screen, Mowry-Housley co-starred in the Rob Schneider comedy The Hot Chick. Through her production company, Twilight Productions, she and her sister produced and starred in the cable movie Double Wedding, for which they both received NAACP Image Award nominations. Mowry-Housley graduated from Pepperdine University with a bachelor’s degree in psychology. The oldest sister by two minutes, Mowry-Housley was born in Germany and raised in Southern California. Mowry-Housley married FOX News correspondent Adam Housley in May 2011. They split their time between Los Angeles and Napa Valley, Calif.
Kevin Sorbo (Dr. Nathan Davis) has enjoyed success on television and in film for over 20 consecutive years. He quickly rose to stardom in the title role of the hit series, “Hercules: the Legendary Journeys.” The series not only became a breakout hit by becoming the number one first-run program in syndication, it also passed “Baywatch” as the most watched TV show in the world airing in 176 countries. Following the success of “Hercules,” Sorbo went on to star in the lead role as Captain Dylan Hunt 
in Gene Roddenberry’s “Andromeda.” The series, based upon writings from the late “Star Trek” creator’s archives, debuted as the number one hour show in first run syndication and held that spot throughout its five year run from 2000-2005. The show was seen in over 150 countries around the world. In 1997, Sorbo made his feature film debut in Kull, The Conqueror, a prequel to Conan, the Barbarian. Other feature films include Meet the Spartans, Soul Surfer and several television movies including the GMC World Premiere Movie What If? Sorbo is also spokesman for A World Fit For Kids, a non-profit organization that provides gang, drug and dropout prevention to teens through mentoring programs. Sorbo has headed that foundation since 1997. The foundation serves 12 schools in the Los Angeles school district and over 12,000 students. The program was awarded the Governors Gold Star for being the most successful after-school program in California. Sorbo was also named national spokesperson as successor to Arnold Schwarzenegger for The Afterschool Alliance in 2003, a nonprofit organization working to ensure that all children have access to safe, enriching afterschool programs. A native of Mound, Minnesota, Sorbo is a sports enthusiast and an avid golfer. He currently resides in Los Angeles with his family.
Teri Polo (Melinda Mead) is best known for her role as Robert De Niro’s daughter, Pam Byrnes, in the Meet the Parents movies, for which she won a People’s Choice Award. She starred in The Little Fockers, the third installment of the movie franchise. She recently completed production on the feature Beyond, starring opposite Jon Voight. She also stars in We Have Your Husband, A Christmas Story, The Hole, Beyond Borders, co-starring Angelina Jolie, the suspense thriller The Unsaid opposite Andy Garcia and Domestic Disturbance opposite John Travolta and Vince Vaughn. Originally from Dover, DE, Polo began her performing career as a dancer. By 13, she was attending New York’s School of American Ballet. The summer before her senior year, she was signed to a modeling contract, which led to a role as Kristin on the daytime drama “Loving.” Polo made her primetime debut in 
the drama series “TV 101.” She played Michelle Capra in “Northern Exposure.” She also starred in the comedy series “I’m with Her” as well as David E. Kelley’s “The Wedding Bells.” She was nominated for an Emmy® Award for her role starring opposite Jimmy Smits on “The West Wing.” Polo currently lives in Manhattan Beach, California with her family.
Mandisa Christmas music lore has no shortage of powerhouse performers that were simply born to record it: Barbra Streisand, Celine Dion, Amy Grant and Mariah Carey are just some of the contemporary greats who have taken the reins of yuletide tradition and made it their own. Coming off of her most successful album ever, What If We Were Real, three-time Grammy® nominee Mandisa returns with an updated Christmas album, It’s Christmas: Christmas Angel Edition, that features two new Christmas songs (“It’s Christmas” and “Somebody’s Angel”) and nine holiday favorites.

A stunning seasonal collection, the original nine tracks were produced by Brown Bannister, a veteran of Christmas music who has helmed some of the best-selling holiday recordings of all time. “Somebody’s Angel,” produced by Chris Stevens, along with “What Child is This” and “It’s Christmas,” produced by Chris Stevens and David Garcia, give the project all the elements of a classic in-the-making.

With over 635,000 albums sold, Mandisa’s music and message continues to connect with fans. Her latest album, What If We Were Real, has sold over 211,000 albums and features the breakout radio hits “Good Morning,” “Waiting For Tomorrow” and the No. 1 AC single, “Stronger.” With widespread media coverage including performing her hit song “Good Morning” on ABC’s critically acclaimed Good Morning America as well as The Today Show, LIVE! With Regis and Kelly, E!, Extra, Entertainment Tonight, US Magazine, People and CNN, this American Idol alum and three-time Grammy® nominee continues to be a voice of encouragement and truth to women facing life’s challenges.
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