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GMC TV PRESENTS THE WORLD PREMIERE OF 

HEAVEN’S RAIN

An Unthinkable Attack, the Pursuit of Justice and the 
Power of Forgiveness 

The Bold, True Story about Former Oklahoma Senator and Victim Rights Advocate Brooks Douglass and His Family
Premieres Sunday, April 22 at 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. ET
Atlanta, GA  - January 13, 2012 - On Sunday, April 22, 2012, GMC, America’s favorite television channel for uplifting music and family entertainment, will present Heaven’s Rain, a GMC World Premiere Movie starring Brooks Douglass in his film debut, Mike Vogel (The Help) and Taryn Manning (Crazy/ Beautiful). Heaven’s Rain captures one of the most important stories of our time, in which violence is challenged by the resilience and courage of one man’s mission to find forgiveness and fight for victims’ rights.  Heaven’s Rain premieres on GMC Sunday, April 22 at 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. ET.
“The story of Brooks Douglass is a remarkable and powerful one,” said Brad Siegel, vice chairman, GMC.   “In the wake of a brutal attack, he emerged as a tireless advocate and champion for victim’s rights. Everyone who sees this film will be moved by this story.  We are honored to bring it to our GMC viewers.”  

The movie is told through the eyes of Brooks Douglass, who suffered an unthinkable attack when two strangers entered his home and claimed the life of his mother and father who were Baptist missionaries. It was in 1979 when Brooks and his sister Leslie were teenagers that a drug-crazed drifter Glen Ake and his partner Steven Hatch invaded the Douglass’ rural Oklahoma home. Brooks opened the door to what he believed to be a man in need.  The men pulled out guns, bound the family, repeatedly assaulted Leslie and shot all four family members.  Richard and Marilyn died at the scene.  Brooks and Leslie, left for dead, recovered from their severe wounds, but their ordeal had just begun.  
As the story flashes back in this intimate family portrait, we see happier times for the Douglass family and a home filled with love, compassion and faith.  The story explores the long term effects of the Douglass’ teachings and how the power of forgiveness can triumph injustice, tragedy and loss.  

Ake and Hatch were caught, tried and in 1980, sentenced to death.  For the next 16 years, however, the suffering rolled on as a legal system created to protect the rights of the accused, required the Douglass children to testify in court and relive the horrific night.
Brooks and Leslie were deeply affected by that traumatic night.  They experienced financial challenges and emotional trauma.  Leslie fought to put her life back together after the attack.  Brooks struggled through high school and college, but eventually regained his footing and became Oklahoma’s youngest state senator.  As senator, he passed a series of victims’ rights bills, including the right of victims to view executions.
In Heaven’s Rain, we see Brooks dedicating his life to gaining legal justice for the unjust and releasing himself from the prison of bitterness that had dominated his life and relationships.  The film’s premiere date on GMC coincides with National Crime Victims Right Week.  The network is planning a series of screening events and discussion in select cities to coincide with local community efforts.
Heaven’s Rain was written by Brooks Douglass and Paul Brown, who also directed the movie.  

GMC (www.watchGMCtv.com) is America’s favorite channel for uplifting music and family entertainment. The Parents Television Council™ awarded its Entertainment Seal of Approval™ to GMC for being “an authentic family-friendly cable network.” In 2011, GMC was the second fastest growing ad supported cable network in total day households and A18-49.  GMC can be seen in over 51 million homes on various cable systems around the country, as well as DISH Network on channel 188, DIRECTV on channel 338 and Verizon FiOS on channel 224.  Follow GMC TV on Facebook at http://facebook.com/gmctv and on Twitter @gmctv or http://twitter.com/gmctv.

The Tragic Beginning
On the night of October 15, 1979, 16-year-old Brooks and his 12-year old sister Leslie were preparing the dinner table in their family’s home in rural Okarche, Oklahoma.  Their mother, Marilyn Sue Douglass, age 36, was finishing up in the kitchen and their father, Dr. Richard Douglass, age 43 at the time, and a pastor of the 3,000 member Putnam City Baptist Church, was studying his scriptures.  
They were well respected in their community and the Baptist church, having served as missionaries in Brazil years before settling in Oklahoma.  At 7:45 p.m., as they were about to sit down to dinner, they heard dogs barking outside.  Leslie, the reigning Miss Teen Oklahoma, found an unkempt stranger in the yard who claimed to be looking for a neighbor.  
When the stranger asked to use the phone, Brooks invited him in, but another stranger carrying a gun, his accomplice, barged in behind him.  Brooks’ act of hospitality set into motion a series of events that made national headlines and shaped the course of his life.

The Aftermath
Ake and Hatch were caught tried and in 1980 sentenced to death.  In 1986, the court determined that Ake had not received correct psychiatric care and granted him a retrial.  Convicted again, he received life in prison instead of the death penalty.  In 1996, Hatch was executed for his crimes with Brooks and Leslie watching. They were the first beneficiaries of the law that allows victims to watch an execution which Brooks helped to pass.  
About the Cast

Brooks Douglass

At the age of 27, Brooks Douglass (Richard Douglass) became the youngest State Senator to serve in Oklahoma.  During his 12-year tenure, he served on the Appropriations, Energy and Commerce committees, co-chaired the standing committee on International Trade Development and authored groundbreaking legislation in victims’ rights.  Douglass wrote, produced and starred in Heaven’s Rain.  

Mike Vogel

Mike Vogel (Brooks Douglass) is best known for his role in The Help.  He starred opposite Michelle Williams and Ryan Gosling in Blue Valentine.  He also starred in “Miami Medical,” the series produced by Jerry Bruckheimer. Additional screen credits include She’s Out of My League, Cloverfield, Across the Hall, The Deaths of Ian Stone, Open Graves, Poseidon, Rumor Has It, Supercross, The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants and The Texas Chainsaw Massacre.  Vogel grew up in Warminster, Pennsylvania. He lives in Los Angeles with his family.  
Taryn Manning

Taryn Manning is known for exploring a range of diverse roles in television, independent films and major studio productions. Always one to have multiple projects in the works while juggling her acting career, Manning is a true force with her sultry vocals as the front woman of Boomkat and the saucy electronic beats on her solo tracks. 
Manning earned her first major acting role in Crazy/Beautiful, which lead to roles in 8 Mile, Hustle & Flow, “Sons of Anarchy,” and Love Ranch. In 2008, Manning completed work on the independent features Your Name Here, written and directed by Matt Wilder opposite Bill Pullman, The Speed of Thought opposite Nick Stahl, and Waking Madison, opposite Sara Roemer and Elisabeth Shue.  She also starred in Weirdsville opposite Wes Bentley and Scott Speedman. A love and innate gift for music helped inspire her solo career, two albums with her band Boomkat, and a solid and thriving DJ career. She grew up in Tuscon, Arizona and San Diego, California.  She lives in Los Angeles.  
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